
mccf CIVIC
FEDERATION

NEWSmccf CIVIC
FEDERATION

NEWS

of note
Special Meeting: AHSI Resolu-
tion  |  On Monday, November 4, 
at 7:00 p.m., an online meeting will 

-
tion on the Attainable Housing Strate-
gies Initiative  |  p. 2

November Program:  Preview 
of Upcoming State Legislative 
Session  |  Scheduled guest speak-
ers on November 14 will be Senator 

Korman  |  Please note change 
of day from the usual Monday 
(Veterans’ Day) to Thursday  |  
p. 3

A Letter to MCCF Delegates and 
Members  |  -
plains upcoming meetings  |  p. 3

Next MCCF Meeting #957
Thursday, November 14, 2024, 7:00 
p.m.  Topic:  “Preview of the Upcoming 
Maryland State Legislative Session.”
      Join the Zoom Meeting Here

 agenda, p. 2 program, p. 3

Special AHSI Resolution Meeting
Monday, November 4, 2024, 7:00 p.m.
      Join the Zoom Meeting Here
      
 agenda, p. 2 read more

October Meeting Minutes
p. 7

Committee for Montgomery 
Legislative Breakfast  |  
about the speaker lineup at the 7:00 
a.m. November 22 event  |  p. 4

Academic Versus Overhead 
Costs  |  

p. 5

Like MCCF’s Facebook Page 
and follow us on Twitter.
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Federation Meeting #957
Thursday, November 14, 2024

7:00 p.m. |  Virtual Meeting

 2. Approval of Agenda

p.7

 7. November Program:  Preview 
of Upcoming State Legislative 
Session  p.3

 11. Adjournment

Special Meeting
AHSI Resolution

Monday, November 4, 2024
7:00 p.m. | Virtual Meeting

Cher-
yl Gannon, President

-
Liz Joyce, Second Vice 

President and Chair, Hous-
ing and Land Use

Note:  The Resolution will be emailed 
to all delegates and members before the 
November 4 meeting.  
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A Letter to MCCF Delegates and Members

By Cheryl Gannon, President
 The last few months have been 
very busy, with the Attainable Housing 
Strategies Initiative on our agenda.  It 
is a far-reaching and impactful pro-
posed change to land use and planning 

getting to a position on AHSI has been 
time-consuming but necessary.  Thank 
you to everyone who has participated 
and made suggestions.  We will have 
a Special Meeting for the limited 
purpose of adopting a resolution 

forward, we plan to implement a legis-
lative alert system with regular impor-
tant updates and suggested grassroots 
actions as necessary.
 After that, we will have a General 
Federation meeting on Thurs-

the upcoming state legislative 

mark your calendar and plan to 
attend.  The upcoming legislative ses-
sion will undoubtedly tackle important 
issues that we all care about.  This is 

heard before the session begins.  Note 
that there is a change in the normal 

 
General Federation Meeting 
will feature the new Superinten-
dent of Schools for Montgomery 

  
He will discuss the challenges and 
opportunities for schools and his vi-
sion going forward.  Please mark your 
calendar for this important event.  

This is your chance to discuss and ask 

ideas, and hopes for the future of the 
school system.
 
our Treasurer Jerry Garson will 
host a Special Meeting on real 

  About 
one-third of county properties will be 

-
dents may challenge assessments, and 

-
ment process and how to proceed 
with a challenge if you so desire.  

powerpoint presentation.  Forward 
questions in advance to Jerry Garson 
at treasurer@montgomerycivic.org.
 As always, send us your ideas and sug-
gestions:  info@montgomerycivic.org.  
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Committee for Montgomery Legislative Breakfast on Friday, November 22nd, at 7:00am

-

a morning of insight, engagement, 
and community.  This annual gath-

as key speakers, each addressing 
critical issues impacting Montgom-

2024 Presidential election.  There 
will also be a panel discussion with 

 Held just before the Maryland 

opportunity to hear directly from 

leaders shaping state and federal 

connect, learn, and contribute to 

Tickets and sponsorships are avail-

$200.  
.

which advocates for Montgomery 
-
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Academic vs. Overhead Costs:  MCPS Strategic Alternatives

By Gordon Brenne, Treasurer, 
Montgomery County Taxpayers 
League
  for the last school 

-
-

 Various teacher training and 
curriculum changes are being imple-
mented to improve literacy, but are 

 An alternative literacy pilot 
test
schools and is sponsored by the 

other strategies, the pilot features 
more parent communications and 
individual student instruction plans.  
The beauty of this model is instruc-

tion will be driven by demand, not 

communications work in work in 
low-income schools, and are teacher 
work rule and budget issues going to 

address student mental health and 
social service needs.  This issue was 

-
ing about services that have grown 

a lot of our resources are going to 
-

room,” Taylor said.  “That needs to 
be reevaluated because when we 

where more than half of what we do 

and learning side of our business, 

 How should resource allocation 
decisions be made when choosing 

the right decisions until the budget 
is broken down by strategies (how 

their costs and outcomes, and what 
alternative strategies would cost 

in literacy and math for focus stu-
dent groups are not in the current 

there a performance targets for low-
income students.
 A strategic budget is absolutely 
critical for older academic strategies.  
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Since base spending is protected by 

-
gies that reduce learning growth 
are automatically funded, year after 
year.  Same for non-instruction 
overhead activities.  How can replac-

-

all low-income elementary schools as 
-

Should this strategy be rolled out 
to all grades in low-income schools 

Should new strategies only be rolled 
out to schools with congruent im-
provement plans to achieve account-

-

istered teacher and principal work 
rules and school budget formulas be 

-

 Strategic spending allocation 
-

may improve results, but many do 

than alternatives.  In general, what 
overhead strategies provide the 
highest return on investment for the 
least money in schools that need the 

-

talking about safety, but how much 
safety and which strategies are cost-

would be without improved security.  
Also, reducing chronic absenteeism 
will improve academic results by 
improving safety.  So, how much do 
we need to spend on absenteeism 
strategies, and in which schools, to 

-

 Strategic overhead cost manage-
ment can be achieved by integrat-

academic strategies to increase their 
value added, especially if these costs 

-
tion cost strategies would increase 

diesel and electric buses, combined 

for bus maintenance and common 

MCPS Strategies, cont.
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time spent waiting around during 
their afternoon shifts for buses to 

reduce the transportation costs of 
starting high school students later 

-

reduce overcrowded west county 
schools best solved with boundary 
changes that have higher transpor-

best teachers and principals to east 
county schools increase east county 

MCPS Strategies, cont. MCCF General Meeting #956, October 14, 2024, Minutes

By Alan Bowser, Secretary

  The meeting was 

  The 
agenda was approved as amended.

  The 
minutes of the September 2024 
meeting were approved.

 Treasurer 
-

 

voters would vote on a Montgomery 

Limits, reducing the number of 

consecutive terms to two terms. 
-

provided information on the ballot 

-

 

that the November 14th meeting of 
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-
sessments.

 
  Presi-

Sartucci of Potomac was being rec-

-
management by the Montgomery 

-
tion of her work had been included 
in the .  
Ms. Sartucci discussed her work 

 

litigation regarding “miss-
  Attorney 

developments regarding a court 
case in Arlington, Virginia, chal-

-
ing to support new housing devel-
opments.  She said that the judge 
in the case had not yet released a 
written report and that she would 

it was available.  Members asked 

case.

 -
ecutive Committee Draft Reso-
lution on the Attainable Hous-
ing Strategies Initiative Report 
from Montgomery County 

 
-

Members.
 

-
bers by email prior to the October 
meeting.

 
made a number of comments about 

 -

-

members who had previously 

-
lution incorrectly described conclu-

October Minutes, cont.
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there was no legislation before the 
-

of the AHSI was premature and 
unnecessary.
   Another speaker commented 

value of community land trusts.  
He also observed that the AHSI 
recommendations did not apply to 

-

to environmental issues, such as 
stormwater management.
   A speaker said that it was 

mitigation measures to be included 

with annual publication of metrics 
indicating progress with housing 
construction.
   A speaker said that the AHSI 

-
sary background information on 
land and home values and that this 
data needed to be considered by the 

 
-

port focused on attainable housing 
and not  housing, which 

-
ty.  She said that more attention 
needed to be given to the preserva-

-
able housing and the potential role 
of outside investors in the rental 
and homeownership market.
   Another speaker asked about 
the reference to vacant land in the 

draft resolution and suggested that 

   A speaker urged that more 
attention be given to appropriate 
and accurate demographic informa-
tion to underpin the AHSI analysis 

   A member asked about the 
process for making comments on 

to send any comments to her or the 
committee co-chairs. She said that 
she would recommend a special 

and amendments to the resolution.
 
that there should be more commu-

changes.
 

October Minutes, cont.
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-
mittee.

 -
-

non asked for volunteers to help 
plan the 100th anniversary celebra-

suggested that the 100th anniver-
sary celebration be held in June 

awards program.

   The meet-

October Minutes, cont. MCCF Executive Committee October 24, 2024, Minutes

Members Present: -

 

process for edits by the Planning 

be sent out to members by email in 
order for it to be considered at the 
special November 4th meeting. 

 

about the best approach for such 
legislation.

   The new superintendent of 
schools has agreed to speak at our 

   There was a discussion about 
new members getting welcome 

been an increase in new member-

sure new members get future emails. 

   Members discussed future 
-

dates and alerts.

   Jerry reported that we have 

   Jerry reported on a personal 
meeting with Jason Sartori on the 
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Attainable Housing Strategies Initia-
tive.  Jerry discussed many issues 
including the parking, paved front 
yards, and that public transporta-

appears to have no funds for climate 
planning, despite the urgency of this 
need.  Jerry suggested that perhaps 

for a climate specialist at Planning.

 
that she had received a postcard 

to complete a survey on “how you 
-

chance to win a $100 gift card. 

 
-

proposed minor master plan amend-

-
dation to eliminate the density caps 

   The meet-

Oct. ExCom Minutes, cont.


